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THE PROGRESS OF THE WORLD TOWARD 
PEACE. 

Speech delivered in the House of Representatives, Feb. 19th, 
on the naval appropriation bill. 

BY HON. ELIJAH A MORSE OP MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Chairman, I had no idea of offer- 
ing any remarks on the pending bill, but there was a sin- 
gle remark made by my friend, the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Bartlett], in the course of his speech on Sat- 
urday, which I can not allow to go unchallenged. He 
said, "Nineteen hundred years have passed since the 
advent of the Man of Nazareth, and instead of growing 
nearer and more near to an universal era of peace, all the 
energies, all the inventive talent, all the genius of the 
human mind, are now devoted to the manufacture and 
construction and suggestion of implements of war more 
horrible, more fatal in the power of execution than any 
which the world has heretofore seen." By which I under- 
stand the gentleman to mean that no progress has been 
made since the lowly Nazarene was upon earth in the 



direction of disarmament or of settling disputes among 
nations by peaceful methods. 

Now, I can not subscribe to that statement. Why, 
Mr. Chairman, a most wonderful event in the history of 
the world was just here and now happened. It is only a 
few days since W. Randal Cremer, a member of the 
English Parliament, appeared in this capital city of the 
nation bearing a memorial addressed to the Government 
and Congress of the United States, and signed by no less 
than 354 members of the British House of Commons, 
asking this Government to join with the Government of 
Great Britain in framing a treaty to refer to arbitration 
disputes which diplomacy fails to adjust. 

Mr. Chairman, does this most wonderful messenger and 
this most wonderful memorial argue nothing against the 
statement made by the gentleman from New York? 

The settlement by arbitration of the Alabama dispute, 
the Canadian fishery dispute by the treaty of Washing- 
ton, the arbitration of the Bering Sea dispute, are tri- 
umphs of peace instead of war, all fresh in the memory 
of the living generation. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, only Friday evening last I attend- 
ed a meeting in Convention Hall in this city, which seats 
8000 persons, and in that monstrous hall, festooned 
from its domes and arclfes, was exhibited a monster peti- 
tion, the like of which was never seen on the face of the 
earth, five miles long, and signed by 1,150,000 persons, 
and further signed by officers of societies representing a 
grand total of 7,000,000 signatures, from citizens not 
only of this country and England, but of Burmah, Ceylon, 
Australia, Denmark, China, India, Mexico, Alaska, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
Newfoundland, Belgium, Holland, Sweden, Spain, Uru- 
guay, Brazil, Japan, Corea, Egypt, Finland, Russia, 
Turkey, Hawaii, Siam, and other nations and peoples 
speaking no less than fifty languages and dialects. 

What does this monster petition pray for ? It prays 
for legislators, monarchs, and rulers of the earth to sup- 
press the drink and opium traffic. A herald of the cross, 
a weak woman, Mary Clement Leavitt, went forth with 
this petition in her trip around the world and has been 
eleven years in collecting these signatures. 

Mr. Chairman, does this great movement, championed 
in England by Lady Henry Somerset, and in this country 
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by that queen of American women, Miss Frances Wil- 
lard, and known as the white-ribbon movement, which 
has circled the world in its errand of love, mean nothing ? 

I say, does this argue nothing in favor of disarmament 
and the ushering in of that glorions day so long predicted 
in God's Word, when men shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, and 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation nor 
learn war any more? 

The gentleman from New York says we should have 
such a navy, and that one of the objects of these battle 
ships is to place ourselves in a position to demand our 
rights in Behring Sea at the cannon's mouth, if necessary. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe in an American Navy and will 
vote for this bill, but I will, never vote to use that Navy 
except as a last and dire resort ; only when arbitration 
and all peaceable methods of settlement of a great wrong 
have been exhausted. 

Why, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives, all the seals that ever swam in Behring 
Sea or in the waters of Alaska, all the fish that ever swam 
in the waters of Canada, are not worth one day's fighting 
between these two great Christian, English-speaking 
nations. God forbid that it should ever come to that. 

No, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York is 
wrong. I am one of those who believe that the world is 
growing better. There never were upon the face of the 
earth so many good men and women as now. Never was 
the disposition so strong to settle national disputes by 
arbitration as now. 

Never were the conditions of war, even among semi- 
civilized countries like the present war between China and 
Japan, mitigated by so much mercy and humane methods 
as now, notwithstanding the blot on the record of Japan 
at Port Arthur. On the field of battle in far off China is 
seen the flag of the Red Cross SocTety, the herald of the 
Prince of Peace. 

In Nebuchadnezzar's dream he saw a stone cut out of 
the mountains without hands that smote the image, which 
Daniel interpreted by saying, " In the days of the years 
of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom 
that shall break in pieces and consume all other king- 
doms and stand forever." That kingdom has been set 
up ; it is the Kingdom of Prince Immanuel ; its banner 
is the cross ; its rallying cry is, " Peace on earth and 
good will toward men." And its final triumph and suc- 
cess comes on apace and draws near. [Applause.] 

On the morning of a memorable battle Napoleon Bona- 
parte pointed his gleaming sword toward the morning 
sun, and said to the officers that stood about him, " Be- 
hold, behold, the sun of victory ! " 

Mr. Chairman, methinks I behold the sun of victory, 
methinks that I behold the dawn of a better understand- 
ing among the family of nations, the dawn of peace and 
arbitration, in place of bloodshed and cruel war. 



And I firmly believe that we have seen the last appeal to 
arbitration by the sword among English-speaking people. 

The following is the letter and accompanying petition 
from the members of the British House of Commons to 
which I have referred, and is altogether the most wonder- 
ful memorial that ever crossed the ocean : 

London, Jan. 1, 1895. 
Dear Sir — I have the honor to forward you a copy of a memo- 
rial signed by 354 members of the British House of Commons. 
As the object of the memorial is of the highest importance, and 
the signatures represent all shades of political opinion in the Brit- 
ish Parliament, I venture to ask for the prayer of the memorialists 
your earnest consideration. 

Respectfully yours, 

W. RANDAL CREMER. 
Hon. E. A. Morse. 

(Here follows the petition with the 354 names appended.) 
I take the liberty to append here also a copy of my 
reply to the bearer of this wonderful memorial, which was 
sent to every Senator and Member of Congress. 

House of Representatives, United States, 
Washington, D. C, Jan. 18, 1895. 
Dear Sir — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot 
your communication of the 1st instant, inclosing a copy of a memo- 
rial signed by 354 members of the British House of Commons, in 
favor of the framing of the treaty which shall leave to arbitration 
matters between the Government of the United States and your 
Government which can not be settled bj diplomacy. 

I beg to assure you that this movement has my most hearty sym- 
pathy, and will receive my cordial and earnest support whenever 
it shall reach consideration in the Congress of the United States. 
The importance of such a measure to the welfare of the present 
generation in both countries and to peoples and generations yet 
unborn can not be overestimated, and is a step in the direction 
of ushering in that glorious day, so long predicted in God's Word, 
" when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nor learn war 
any more." 
Assuring you of my consideration, I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient servant, 

ELIJAH A. MORSE, 
Member of Congress, Twelfth District, Massachusetts. 
To Hon. W. Randal Cremer, M. P., 
Bigg's Bouse, Washington, D. G. 



THE HAWAIIAN PROBLEM. 

To the Editor of The New York Times : 

I venture to present a suggestion for the final adjust- 
ment of the Hawaiian question which may attract public 
support and for which there is a precedent. After the 
last war with Great Britain ended, in which some of the 
most severe conflicts were naval battles upon the great 
lakes, the Secretary of State, in 1817 — then John Quincy 
Adams, if my memory of history is true — proposed to the 
British Foreign Office a total disarmament of the naval 
forces of both countries upon these lakes. An agreement, 
which never even reached the dignity of a treaty, was 



